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Their friends helped get therr

out of debt!

We may feel alone during these tough economic times,
but when Amy Garcia’s family struggled, an amazing
circle of friends showed them we're all in this together . ...

“What they gave &
us wasn'ta ‘:
handout, buta i
hand up,” says

Amy, right,

with Alicia.

my Garcia felt like she
was drowning.
Looking at her bills, she

could hardly breathe. Every
month, her family was finding it
harder to make ends meet.

How will we ever climb out of
this hole? the Indio, California,
mom panicked.

Yet they would soon find hope—
and solutions—thanks to an
amazing circle of friends . . .

It hasn't been easy for many of
us lately—Amy and her husband,
Ron, included. And with Amy out
of work caring for their children
and for her mom battling breast
cancer, Ron’s paychecks—despite
two part-time jobs—barely cov-
ered the mortgage. And then
there were utility bills. Grocer-
ies. Home repairs. . .

They weren't frivolous.
But when it came to buy-
ing school clothes for
eight-year-old Jacob
or new shoes for Isa-
bell, three, Amy did
the only thing she
could do: She put it
on credit cards.

Then the bills would
arrive, though—and Amy
would stare at her checkbook,
her stomach in knots.

“Maybe I should go back to
work,” Amy suggested.

But then theyd have the ex-
pense of daycare, too. “And the
kids barely see me,” Ron sighed.
“They need one of us.”

It was true: While they tried to
hide their stress from the kids,
Jacob was falling behind in
school, and Isabell would only
sleep in her parents’ bed.

So they applied for a line of eq-
uity. Cashed out Ron’s 401K. But
as the months passed, they could
still barely keep their heads
above water. We can't go on like
this! Amy cried.

Finding help—
and hope
hen, one day after church,
their pastor approached them.
“I'd like to tell you about the
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Circle Campaign,” he began. De-
veloped by Scott Miller, author of
Until It’s Gone: Ending Poverty
in Our Nation, in Our Lifetime, it
was designed so that community
members—called “allies”—could
help struggling neighbors get
back on their feet.

How'd he know we were in
trouble? Amy wondered, embar-
rassed. But she knew she had to
swallow her pride. For our fami-
ly, she thought. For our future.

So soon after, Amy and Ron
met with Alicia Hollins, their
Circle “coach.”

Alicia had struggled before,
too—and knew how desperate
and powerless it made you feel.

She understands, Amy real-
ized. And as she and Ron sat
down with Alicia—and other
“allies” like their pastor’s
wife and more church
friends—finding ways
to work with their

mortgage company

and creating a plan
to pay down their
debt, relief washed
over Amy. Because so
many people cared.
And because—even if for
just a little while—their
“allies” took on their worries,
giving them hope and strength.

Light at the end

of the tunnel
Inspired—and encouraged by

Alicia at weekly progress
meetings—Ron and Amy wrote
down their goals.

I want to make a better income
so I can support—and spend
more time with—my family, Ron
wrote. And Amy revealed a
dream: “I've always wanted to be
a teacher,” she said. But how
could she go back to school?

So Amy’s “allies” called schools
she'd attended—and discovered
she already had credits she
could put toward a degree at a
local college!

“Really?” Amy marveled.

For the first time in a long time,
there was light at the end of the

tunnel. And soon, there was rea-
son to celebrate: Ron got a full-
time position at a transportation
company—and Amy began help-
ing out at Jacob’s school!

“Congratulations!” Alicia
cheered—just as she did when
Amy and Ron managed to pay
off another credit card.

How to reach

any goal!

@ Set a milestone!

You don't need to break down
your goal into a complicated
plan. Instead, start by setting

That wasn’t all. Because as | Your sights on a "first step”
“allies” like Charlene—another that can be accomplished in
mom from church—brought | about14 days.

Jacob cool books, he began | @ Share it!

devouring them . . . and his | yginga confident tone, tell
grades improved! And little Isa- someone whose opinion you
bell not only began sleeping in | rosnect about your aspira-
her own room, but began learn- | tions. This alone will i

ing her letters and numbers, too! your chances of success by

And when the Circle secured a almost 50%!
housing rehab grant, Amy re- - =
ceived practically a whole-new | ® Draw an “after
kitchen and bathroom! “Thank plctqre! ) :
you isn’t enough,” she breathed. Next time you're doodling,

Soon after, as Amy accepted | Sketch outa scene that depicts
her associate’s degree, not | You after you've metyour goal.

only were Ron and the kids
there cheering, but her “allies”
were, too!

“I couldn’t have done it without
you!” Amy beamed.
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Today, Amy and her family ;n‘iﬁ't it down'r
have come so far, they plan to obj 9d°m“a"3°"
“°, L ” '
soon become “allies” themselves! octive thaln:es

Because the way she sees it,
we're all here to be a blessing to
someone else. And were all in
this together, a circle of caring
through good times and bad.

“So _many people came into gg:?rgmm:_
our lives when we needed it where you'l

most,” Amy says. “Now we
hope to make another family’s
future bright!”

—Kristin Higson-Hughes
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